
Newent Loop Cycle Ride – All agree it was a fantastic day 

 
Over a hundred cyclists and ride organisers took part in the Newent Loop Cycle Ride on Sunday 14 

June.  Those taking part were universal in their praise: 

 

‘I loved doing the Loop with so many other riders and seeing so many smiling faces. Thank you to 

all the volunteers and organisers!’   Catherine 

 

‘It was a great ride, great weather and a lovely, sweet treat at the rest stop, the wardens at each junc-

tion were very helpful and nice.”  Jude. 

 

‘Great event today Richard, please pass on my thanks to all the organisers and the fantastic mar-

shals. And especially the volunteers at Broom’s Green’s much needed rest stop.’  Derren. 

 

‘The event was great. Your team did a magnificent job, from the sign in to the stewarding and the 

finish. I could not fault anything that was in your control.’  Graham. 

 

‘We thoroughly enjoyed it and the route took us around some beautiful places.  We would definitely 

do it again, and a great way to get people out exploring.’  Lucy 

 

The Loop covers 28 miles on very quiet lanes around Newent. It was devised by the Newent Cy-

cling Group, exploring the wonderful countryside with interesting sites to see including St Mary’s 

Church at Kempley and the 14th century Tithe Barn at Hartpury. 

 

The idea for this special event came from Councillor Richard Burton, the Active Travel Champion 

for the Forest of Dean District Council, who said ‘I have ridden the route a few times, and last year 

organised a ride around it for Councillors and officers. That went well, so I wondered if it could be 

run as a public event during National Bike Week. I got in touch with the Newent Cycling Group and 

we started work in January.  My thanks go out to their members, whose hard work, dedication and 

commitment made today’s ride possible. Some people wanted to sign up for next year, so let’s make 

it an annual event!’ 

 

Steve Delacourt, Chair of Newent Cycling Group said ‘we were very fortunate to have been blessed 

with wonderful weather for cycling. Our entrants were very friendly and came with the clear inten-

tion of enjoying themselves.  From the feedback we’ve had, everyone had a great day, with the vol-

unteers on the route and at the coffee stop being singled out for praise. Many thanks to everyone 

concerned, those who rode the Loop, our marshals and bike mechanic, the teams at The Ark Café 

and Broom’s Green Village Hall, and the Saint John's Ambulance crew, all of whom contributed to 

making it such a wonderful day’. 

 

The ride is aimed at getting people out on their bikes and enjoying the fresh air and wonderful coun-

tryside in our area, so they develop the habit of riding a bike, getting fitter and saving money.  With 

the current rise in the cost of fuel, it makes sense to take short journeys by bike, with the extra bene-

fits of being active, staying healthy and losing weight. 

 

The ride was made possible by a grant from Gloucestershire County Council, which enabled extra 

signs to be put up at junctions, and for each rider to receive a commemorative medal. 

 

For further information, contact: 

Cllr Richard Burton, Active Travel Champion, Forest of Dean District Council 

Richard.Burton@fdean.gov.uk Telephone 01594 810000 (FoDDC) 

mailto:Richard.Burton@fdean.gov.uk


 
 

 

(L to R) Bryan Knight - event planner, Steve Delacourt - Chair of Newent Cycling Group, Tish 

Rickard - NCG Campaigns, Robert Hamilton – event co-ordinator, Jackie Dale – Cabinet member 

for Thriving Communities, Richard Burton – Forest of Dean District Council’s Active Travel Cham-

pion and Gill Moseley, Newent’s County Councillor. 

 

 

 

 
 

Riders meet at Newent’s Ark Cafe 


